The use of medicinal plants for the treatment of various diseases has been increased due to minimum side effect compared to synthetic drug. Further the herbal products are considered as safe drugs. Phyllanthus amarus claimed tribal people for remedy of different diseases namely diarrhoea,
Introduction
Medicinal plants may be defined as those plants that are commonly used in treating and preventing specific ailments and that are generally considered to be harmful to humans. Phyllanthus amarus herb has a number of traditional uses such as diarrhoea, dysentery, dropsy, jaundice, intermittent fevers, kidney problems, urinary bladder disturbances, pain, gonorrhea, diabetes, urogenital disorders, chronic dysentery, skin ulcers, sores, swelling, itchiness, tubercular ulcers, ringworm, scabies and wounds. It is also used in cough, asthma, other bronchial infections, kidney related problems, appendix inflammation and prostate problems. Because of its efficacy in the field of gastrointestinal disorders it is used in the treatment of disorders like dyspepsia, colic, constipation and dysentery. The herb has found to be effective in several female problems such as in leucorrhoea, menorrhagia and mammary abscess and can act as galactagogue [7] [8] [9] . Hence it will be worthy to review on Phyllanthus amarus and produce data mainly on the pharmacological activities and chemical constituents of the plant to the scientists. 12 Foo et al.
Lignans
Niranthin, Nirtetralin, Phyltetralin, Hypophyllanthin, Phyllanthin, hypo-phyllanthin, demethylenedioxy-niranthin, 5-demethoxy-niranthin, Isolintetralin, hinokinin, 4-(3,4-dimethoxy-phenyl)-1-(7-methoxy benzo[1,3]dioxol-5-yl)-2,3-bismethoxymethyl-butan-1-ol, nirphyllin (3,3",5,9,9"-pentamethoxy-4-hydroxy4", 5 "-methylenedioxylignan) and phyllnirurin (3,4-methylenedioxy-5 "-methoxy-9"-hydroxy-4",7-epoxy-8,3"-neolignan), cubebin dimethyl ether and urinatetralin 13 Leite et al.; 14 Maciel et al.; 15 Singh B et al.; 16 Elfahmi et al.
Ellagitannins
Amariin, 1-galloyl-2,3-dehydrohexahydroxydiphenyl (DHHDP)-glucose, Repandusinic acid, Geraniin, Corilagin, Phyllanthusiin D, and flavonoids namely rutin, and quercetin 3-O-glucoside, 1-Ogalloyl-2,4-dehydrohexahydroxydiphenoylglucopyranose elaeocarpusin, repandusinic acid A and geraniinic acid 17 Londhe et al.
Volatile oil
Linalool and Phytol 18 Moronkola et al.
Triterpenes
Phenazine and phenazine derivatives, 2Z, 6Z, 10Z, 14E 18E, 22E-farnesil farnesol 14 Maciel et al.; 19 Foo et al. (Table 2) . Whole plant Anti-cancer Activity Decline Cr(VI)-induced cytotoxicity in MDA-MB-435S human breast carcinoma cells with an increase in extract dosage 27 Guha et al.
Sterols

Whole plant Antimetastatic effects
Inducing apoptosis in conjunction, with more than 3-fold increase of caspases-3 and -7, the presence of DNA-fragmentation and terminal deoxynucleotidyl transferase mediated dUTP nick end labeling assay (TUNEL)-positive cells 28 Lee et al. 
Aerial parts
Leaves Fertility Effect
Causes an increase in the level of testosterone but has little or no effect on the levels of leutinizing hormone and follicle stimulating hormone 45 Obianime et al.
Whole plant Contraceptive effects
The results revealed no significant change in absolute body and organ weights and even in general metabolic status 
